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Prosecutions
tion of Law Is Disclosed Seven-Ce- nt

Charge For Bread on War Pretext De-

clared Inexcusable.

Searching inquiry into the
kYashington was started today
)i the District following a conference between Attorney
jenernl McReynolds and District Attorney Clarence R.

ilson. The first witnesses summoned were a number of
h 'lolesalers. The individual

IfWilson and his assistant, S.
given the inquiry.

Special investigators of the Department of Justice
id district attorneys in numerous large cities report
ogress todayTo the Attorney

li n's campaign against the
.sc in prices of foodstuffs

ti ns in Europe."
Washington wholesale bakers declare there is no
for the reported jump to 7 cents of 5 cent leaves of

p. ead by some grocers.
Poultry, the chief substitute for meat, is at rock bot-- m

prices in Washington today. Commission men report
plentiful supply on hand, with shipments coming in

ji'-adi- ly and no immediate prospect of a rise in prices.
Mrs. Champ Clark, wife of the Speaker of the House,

gests the substitution of vegetables for meat during the
D 'sent abnormal Dnces.

he grand Jury Investigation Is being
v "ducted with a view to criminal

oKftcutlon of those responsible for the
, ance in prices, if It is dlscolsed that

law has been violated,
nstrlct Attorney Wilson held a con- -

f en--e with the Attorney General at
lepartment of Justice this fore- -

n on. at which it was decided to begin
O " Inquiry without delay

he first step taken by the Govern-- n

" t procutors as to summon five
nesses to appear before the grand

this afternoon. Those subpoenaed
e E O Whlteford. president of

Washington Market Company:
mas Moore, a local representative of
nour & Co . Kllwood I,yons

the firm Wilson & Jtocers. meats and
visions C R Fielding, of the
. of Hoce & McDowell, wholesale

c orers. and Frank I of th-- r

eoll Hotel
ese wltncBSJ') vcrc called as ng

r rtefntative men in their lines In
ehlngton. and to be quemionpfi as o
oltlons here Tliey were not sum-'- .i

tetause of ant prliv ral'ln:. or
. m suspicion of contemplated pric- -

t sing on their part.
Jther witnesses will be summoned in

t course of the inestlgatlon. the
I tei States Attorney's office al-- r

idy having begun an Inquiry pno- -
the suggestion of the President, with

t result that a definite plan of ac- -
r jg mapped out
We Intend to go right to the bottom

f ho matter ' said Mr Wilson today

No Excuse for 7-C-

Bread, Declare Bakers
declaring that there is no excuse

f ans incrue in the price of lirenl
s the pre? i' tnpe. Washington .mk-- i

todaj ar.ied it giving assui ir.ee
; t the wholesale figure on the com-- n

'lit will not be increased until
t ir stocks of flour are exhausted
a they are compelled to pay an ln-- i

ased figure for milled wheat
he report that in some groceries

S ent loaves were beljig sold at 7

c ts today prompted the statement
fr m the wholesale dealers.

There Is no excuse for an advanced
r e of bread at the present time,"

lared Vice President L. S Ulman.
the Holmea Baking Company.

nnr haa been as high as it Is to- -

i a good many times and bread has
i ' advanced With the Government
r after anybody who attempts to
r mer the wheat market, flour will
r go any higher than It is today,

d there is no possible excuse for' cent bread." ,
orby Baking Company. Havenner

Baking Company, and the Schneider

i

LESALERS

to Follow If Viola

high price of foodstuffs in
by the Federal grand jury

attention of District Attorney
McComas Hawken, is being

General in President Wil
"rapid and unwarranted in- -

upon the pretext of condi--

Baking Company Joined the Holmescompany In declaring that no increase
in their product would be forthcom-
ing until their present supplies of
flour had been exhausted and they
were compelled to pa an increasedfigure for the product.

Poultry Prices Are Lower
Than They Were Year Ago

While ever one from Prenldent Wil-
son down to Mr. and Mrs. I'ltlmate
Consumer is worrying about the In-

creases in the price of most foodstuffs,
Washington houwwlves can llnd con-
solation in the fart that poultry chief
substitute for meat, is sHItng at rockbottom prices Commission inrn report
a plentiful supply on hanl with ship-
ments coming in steadily itil no Im-
mediate prospects of a nsr in prices.

Spring chickens, dressed are onlybringing 17 and IS cents a pound whole-
sale and are being retailed In Hie mar-
ket district at 3 cents This in 3 cents a
pound cheapet than spring chickens
were selling at this tim last ear A
few dealers werp r it Zl cents
In some of the uptown Mores a higher
price Is being at,ked. but there Is plenty
of poultry on the market at a r nts. andtills price will prevail tomorrow

Hens are wholesaling at li centsTurkejs are bringing 13 and It centswholesale while the wholea!e quota-
tions on ducks Is in cents

$10,000 for Food Probe
Is Asked of Congress

The campaign against inflated prices
ha aroused Congress and an appro-p- i

iaiion for a thorough probe of the
matter I'kely v ill result Secretary
Kcdflsld. of thv department of Com-
merce, to whom were referred five reso-l- ut

ons calling for information on the
high price of food, has written Chair-
man Adamson. of the House Commerce
Committee, suggesting an appropria-
tion of nO.OOO for his part of the In-

vestigation.
"If the present temporarx stoppage of

trade with for';.i rountrloH i. made
the basis of an attempt in this country
to pi't up prices arilflclill." said Sec-
retary Redfleld. "it Is unpatriotic I
may even say damnable"

The action of the Administration in
starting the Investigation Is looked
upon with satisfaction bj Congressmen.
They pointed out while flour particu-lail.- v

has taken a Jump, wheat exports
practiraliv are paralyzed and million
of biihhe'g are piled up In elevators or
In freight cars strung across the conti-
nent

Anticipating the cffectivei.ess of the
Department of Justice's searching in-
quiry, prlcss in some cities alreadj are

(Continued on Second PageJ

CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS MAY FOLLOW.
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L:UIIH I SAYS NbWMAN

IS NOT IH MPT
Justice Stafford Dismisses Rule

in Ouster Suit Obtained by

Home Rule Rody.

Justice Stafford of the District Su-

preme Court held this afternoon that
Oliver P Newman is not guilty of con-
tempt of court as a result of his per-
forming the duties of District Commis-
sioner in alleged defiance of the ouster
Judgment rendered July T.

The court discharged the rule, which
was lesiied at the instance of the

"home rule committee.' requir-
ing Mr Newman to show causi why he
should not be punished for the alleged
contempt.

It was pointed out by Justice Stafford
that if the supersedeas bond did not
permit Mr. Newman to hold office pend-
ing the appeal, the District Government
would be paralyzed, as the law provides
unanimous action b the three Com-
missioners in many Important matters

Justice Stafford said he did not be-

lieve "the District should be made the
slave of technicalities." and that pub-
lic interest should be considered In per-
mitting Mr Newman to continue In or-tl-

while the ouster litigation is pend
ing In tnc upper court .

He aNo expressed the opinion that I

Justke Gould, who presided In the oust-c- r
proceedings. Intended that the Judg

ment should he superceded by the bond
filed bv Mr New m. in In taking his ap-
peal

France Asks Turkey
For Status of Vessels

PARIS. Aug II France has addreM-e- d

a note of lnqulrv to Turke. relative
to the status of the German cruisers
Gotl-e- ami Mreslau. rrcv jousl report-
ed as having been purchased bj Turkey
after having escaped the British and
French squa Irons that chased them
from Messina, italv

Conflicting reports have readied lieie.
borne saying that Ih German oftlcers
and crews are still on tli- - if
thlr. Is tru Franc vil peremptorilv
dcw.iiu that tli- - he interned i

until the end of the var.
The Trlbuna sas Preparation

made at Messina by the Gernan officers
for a noble death mil th clearing of
the fihijs for aciiou aj a farce. The
vessels steamed dliect for Turkey,
who?e government lontlnues to make
love to Germany. Tin key's purchase of
these vessels Is ntlielv contrary to the
laws of warfare and he It Ulan govern-ir-- nt

must tak" a strcng position
against It."

May Expedite War News.
NEW YORK. Aug 14 -- Rn W How-

ard, president of the I'nlted Press,
sailed for Kurope today on board the
American liner New York He Is going
to London and possibly to the Continent
to complete financial arrangements for
the various foreign bureaus, and to look
into the general news transmission sit-
uation,

i

Reports of German Defeats
Explained
By J. W. T. MASON.

German defeats are becoming a
little too monotonous to be real, and
It is well to bear in mind that Ger-
many's isolation as a news center
continues The fighting to the west
of the Meuse, between Dlest and
Kghezee. in no sense is made up of
battles. Germany Is trying to dis-

cover the distribution and weakness
of the allies across the Meuse. and
the affrays being reported are no
more than simply reconnaissances In
force, as has been pointed out In

these columns.
The reports issued by the allies

that their own positions remain in-

tact and that the German advance
was checked are true technically, but
they can be easily misunderstood.
The allies probably have several
hundred thousand men In Belgium.
That the disposition of these troops
could be forcibly altered by 5.CW) or
10.000 German skirmishers Is pol-pab- ly

absurd, while the retreat of
the Germans Is not a victory for the
allies, unless these reconnoltering
expeditions have learned nothing.
The ve-- neresslt for retreating
may give the German general staff
exactlv the Information It desire".

The Important fact to bear In mind
Is that Germany wants to select her
own battlefield If she advances across
the Meuse. and where that battMleld
will be depends largely on the "de-
feats" now being administered to the
Kaiser's skirmisher"

Intimations are contained In dis-

patches from Brusrels that the al-

lies are throwing up entrenchments

U. S. May Censor Cables,
As Well As Wireless

While final decision has not been
reached regarding cable censorship,
present plans of the Administration. It
was officially stated todnv. contemplate
placing a censorship on cable lines
similar to the piesent wireless censor-
ship The plan contemplates maintain-
ing the present censorship on the wire-lefl- s.

The German charge, under the present
arrangement, will be unable to send
the code messages, which lie Jow.dJ
siies to transmit to Berlin, and
he asked this Government to allow

At the White House It was stated
that nothing was known in regard to
the operation of the Tuikerton sta-

tion for commercial pui potes

Report Two Cruisers
Damaged by Germans

TOKYO. Aug. 14 --That the Germin
cruisers Scharn'iorst and Gneisenau
have been In battle nt sea with either
the English cruisers Minotaur and
Hnnipthlre. or the French cruisers !u-ror- ts

from Hongkong that two badly
poits from Hone Kong that two lndly
littered cruiser have entered that
pert. The censor refuses to permit de-

tails to be communicated, but a they
entered Hongkong harbor thev must
be either Ficnch or English and those
named above an- - I nusn to av been
searching foi the Gciman cruiser for
icvera! d&ya.

Says Expert
between Meuse and Brussels. If
this Is so we shall have an oppor-
tunity of Judging the effective na-
ture of Germany's mass tactics un-

der more favorable, conditions, than
has been possible before the I. lege
forts. It Is a principle of German
strategy to advance along an entire
front In field operations, while the
French authorities believe an echelon
formation Is better because It allows
sudden change in direction to he
ordered

The allies are undoubted!) mining
part of the terrltorv the Germans
must cross, and as a successful
planting of a mine Meld before Liege
demonstrated, the havoc of mines on
massed formation 's terrific

The reports that the German com-
missariat has broken down are very
likely partly true This branch of
the Kaiser's arm) service has been
criticised for a number of years as
likely to reveal serious weakness In
actual warfare The economic prob-
lems of the German army are In
the hands of the same military caste
that directs the stratcgj of the
army. It has been pointed out by
critics that these military officials
are Inclined to hold aloof from In-

dustrial and commercial matters, and
In consequence do not possesf the
Intimate economic knowledge reces-sar- v

to maintain the commissary
for an army of l.OOO.POO men.

The suggestion recently was made
that as soon hs hostilities broke out
the Kaiser should form a council of
trust magnates anil place In the
hands of Germany's ch'ef captains of
Industry the economic problems of
the armv If the maintenance dif-
ficulty grows It Is probable civilians
will be given an opportunity to
demonstrate the superlorltv of their
methods over the military when
food questions arc concerned

3 German Aviators Shot
Flying Above Belgians

BRUSSELS. Aug. H. Three German
aviators were shot down at Diest yes-
terday, two being killed and the third
seriously wounded, while their aero-
planes were wrecked

The German airmen were flying across
the Belgian lines In an effort to ascer-
tain the strength of the Relglaii col-umn, which was in the shelter of Its
trenches In order to get an accurateview, the aviators were forced to fly!" and were greeted with a olIey
from the guns mounted In the trendies.Two aviators were MteinlU shot fromtheir seats and then machines fell In acrumpled mass. The third tried vainly
to reacti the German line, but Justwhen it seemed that he might do so a
shot hit his engine, wrecking It He
was fljliie ver low at the time, butwas badly hiKt and is now in the fieldhospital at Dlest a prisoner

Hundreds of Americans
Leave France for Home

M

HAVRE.. France Aug 14 Loaded
with Americans th French liner Chi-
cago cleared from h. .. todav en route
t' New York Th. Frnnc of the same
line, will sail late todnv tin hoard are
hundreds of Amrlcin refuge-- from
the Cp'.tli'ent. v ho cave been hMd In
Havie for the lust tr, weeks uniting
until the French fW! oppratin in the
Atlantic, repoitci the ocean lano3 clear
of German warships.

w

BRITAIN ANNOUNCES
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BELGIAN VICTORIES

Warned of German Advance by

Aviators, Says English Offi-

cial Press Bureau.

I.OXDON. Au; II The official war
prcsa bureau, in Its service today, re-

viewed at somo length th operations
in Belgium and confirmed the earlier
reports from Brussels of Belgian vic-

tories In the heavy aklrnUhlng that
has taken plice
TThe bureau says: "On Wednesday a
Germar force of al regiments of cav-al- r.

supported bv I.G00 infantry and
a heavy detachment of artillery with
machine guns moved against th"5 Bel-
gians in an operation directed against
the BeJglan field htfalquartera tvear
Louvain. The Belgian cavalry, similar-
ly fcupported by Infantry ind artillery
oprosed the German advance.

"A fight ensued that lasted all day
and covfrcd some fifteen miles of ter-
ritory The Belgians, having been

of the appioach of the enemy
by their scouts and aviation corps,
were entrenched In a commanding po-

sition.
"The Belgian defense was so well

maintnined that the enemy was com-
pleted disorganized, and his cavalry
badly cut up. After shelling the ap-
proaching German column, the Bel-
gian forces charged. The German
cavalry withdrew leaving many dead
and wounded behind, but the German
Infantry and artillery column was com-plcte- lv

routed, and many prisoners and
several guns were captured.

"On Friday morning the German
cavalry division, supported by Infantry
and a machine gun column, armed with
guns mounted on automobiles, was trap-
ped by a force from the Belgian forti-
fications at Namur. which had been
sent out to prevent an attack on these
forts. The Germans were defeated and
driven eastward, the Belgians captur-
ing manv prisoners, nnd all of the
machine guns.

"Tndai (Frinay) the Relgian army Is
I In entlie command of the situation
The Germans have been driven back at
everv point of attack and there are now
no cavalrv of hte enemv between Has- -
sclt, northwest or Liege, and Kamllles.
nineteen miles southeast of Louvain.
The Liege forts still hold out untaken.
They aie well supplied with food and
ammunition and their guns are beln
served with unerring accuracy

"General Joffre has conferred the first
war medal on Corporal of Dragoons
Rvrnffler. and the decoration' of the

i Legion of Honor on Lieutenant Bruyant,
of the Dragoons ror conspicuous gal-
lantry In action

IN CONGRESS TODAY.

SENATE
Met at II
Conference report on shipping registry

bill discussed.
Early meeting of the Finance Commit-

tee to consider war revenue situation
will be held.

HOl'SE.
Met at noon.
Considered private bills on Frldav calen-

dar
Secretary Redheld s letter about food

price read.

NVADERS WEARING

DOWN DEFENSE WITH

STUBBORN ASSAULTS

German Advance Presses Allies Back in
Belgium Censors Refuse Information

of Positions to Pass Heavy Artillery

Brought Into Action.

Serious and sustained fighting along the entire battle
front is indicated by early morning dispatches announcing
that the German army of the Meuse had sent the right
wing to develop a reconnaisance in force against the forces
of the allies in central Belgium and that the center had been
moved forward.

Not a word has come hrough since the report that --

the German cavalry, in a dozen engagements, had attacked
the allies at dawn. .; .jlt

Behfnd a veil of impenetrable secrecy operations of
tremendous import are being carried on. The Kaiser's
army has been making slow but careful progress across
Belgium in its march on the French frontier, while the
army of the Moselle is developing a concentration upon the
French defense beyond Longwy, and in front of the Itenay
gap.

So carefully is the Belgium campaign being conduct-

ed that it is evident that the German strategists have al-

ready selected the battlefield upon which the summary
trial of strength will be fought.

Any hour may bring the details.
Already the hospitals of Brussels are insufficient to

care for the wounded being brought to the city in steady
streams. In addition to the train service, automobiles have
been pressed into service and houses and churches and
schools and meeting halls are turned into hospitals.

LOSSES ARE APPALLING.

Protests Against a
War Loan to France

NEW YORK. Aug. 14. Protest against
the Administration permitting the pro-

posed loan by bankers of J1W.000.000 to
Trance was lodged in a letter to Sec-

retary of the Treasury McAdoo today
by Louis W. Fehr, secretary of the
Park board of New York city, and
prominently Identified with German-America- n

societies, ell declared the
proposed loan as likely to vitiate tho
efforts of President Wilson to keep
down tha price of necessities and urged
tha tfunds and food, which would make
the continuance of European war pos-
sible, should be kept In the United
States. If kept here for American
workers, he held It would make possible
the commercial expansion for which

Is now given by European
neglect of South American and Oriental
mat l.:s.

Democrats Worry Over
Trend of German Vote

Democratic leaders In Congress are
concerned over the German vote this
fall. Thev are wondering what effect
th" censorship of t'-- wireless, which,
they bay. is hurtful to Germany, will
have on the sentiments of German-American- s.

The wireless censorship is only one
of several phases of the situation wor-
rying tho Damocratlc politicians. The
talk of amending the national nank act
so as to permit bank notes to be con-
sidered in counting the rc&erves. thus
releasing large amounts of gold to Eng-

land Is one of the causes of worr
It la not bslleved such legislation will

be enacted, but If It should be. Ger-
many would doubtless object that It
amounted to furnishing England with
the sinews of war

London Hears Socialist
Was Executed in Germany

LONDON. Aug. 14. That Dr Karl
Llcbknecht. the German Socialist leader,
was court-martial- and shot In Ger-
many following his refusal to do mil-
itary service is tne statement published
today in the Dally Citizen, organ of tho
labor partv Dr Liebknccht's refusal
to take part in th- - fighting purely
for conscientious reasons. It Is stated.

Rca Luxemburg, the Sodalist writer,
who dcclaied soldiers were maltreated
in the army, is also reported to have
been shot. .

r

Appalling are the losses In the skir-
mishes along tha entire 250-ml-le battl
front.

The Belgian defense Is being slowly
worn down, and even now Is probably
falling back upon the secondary lines
of defense, where a Junction with the
French and British forces Is relied upon
to halt the aggressive German advance.

Supply trains and heavy artillery hav--

reached the lines, and the third day of
the engagement finds the German lines
within ten miles of Namur. the second
objective of the army of the Meuse.
Liege already being used as a base, of
operations and heavy siege guns being
mounted there in trenches.

The government In a statement latethis afternoon reported that the de-
fense of the Lieg-- j forts is well sus-
tained.

Specific denial was made of the re-
port originating in Amsterdam thatFort Pontine had been carried by as-
sault by the Germans. The govern-
ment states that there are now no
German cavalry between Hasselt and
Kamillies.

The invaders hold Marche. ten miles
to the northeast on the Meuss. Hauffa-llz- e.

and the strong' fortified town of
Huy, seventeen miles southwest of
Liege and about twenty miles northeast
of Namur. A tsnl'ic conflict raged
almost throughout yesterday on the
German right wiiig. In th northeast,
on the line from Tongres to Dlest Some
fighting occurred even as far west as
Louvain. where the Bslglans estab-
lished their headquarters, and where
King Albert Is said to have Joined his
officers. The Germans are depending
mainly on th?ir cavalry and artillery.

Dutch Mass on Frontier.
The approach of the Germans to Lou

vain, which Is about the same dlatanflp
from Brussels and the f.eld of Water
loo as Chesapeake Beach Is from Wasb

! ington. has thrown a section of the popu
lace of the ueigian capital into panic It
is quite possible that the Germans pl&a
an attack on Brussels as well as on
Namur. Possession of the capital would
be of considerable strategic importance
to the Germans and would have even agreater moral effect on the Belgians
than the taking of Namur.

Dutch troops are massed on
frontier, as It is feared

tnat If the Germans meet with a seri
ous reverse, they would be driven InU
Dutch territory.

More French towns In the depart
ment of Meurthe-et-Moscl- le have bttm
shelled by the Germans. The FreneM
Government Is pouring
through the defiles of tho Vosges moun-
tains to join the Frencn fortes in Al-
sace.

Apparently reliable dispatches from


